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PROMTIQUE
AdvoCats to open specialty prom 

dress shopping experience

The Aledo Children’s AdvoCats, 
in conjunction with Aledo United 
Methodist Church, have announced 
the opening of “Promtique,” a bou-
tique-style shopping experience 
featuring prom dresses, shoes, bags, 
and jewelry.

“Prom dresses can be very 
expensive,” said vice president of 
communications Lauren McMurrey 
in a release from the AdvoCats. 
“The Clothes Closet has a wonder-
ful, high-quality selection of formal 
dresses that we would like to make 
available to students at Aledo High 
School in a manner that is excit-
ing, professional, convenient, and 
discreet.”

McMurrey said the Advocate 
have been brainstorming ways to 
better serve students.

“Prom is an important mile-
stone, and every student deserves 
to feel celebrated and special on this 
momentous occasion,” the release 
said. “We will have all of the prom 
dresses, shoes, bags, and jewelry 
moved to the Promtique location. The 
room will be complete with chang-
ing areas and full-length mirrors in 
order to make this a special space for 
the girls to find their perfect dress.

Tami Druzba, an AdvoCats 
Ambassador who works with the 
Clothes Closet, and Staci Smith, liai-
son with Aledo UMC, will guide the 
project alongside Linda Parks and 
Jennifer Collins.

The goal is to be open by Feb. 17 
and to operate through April 27.

PROMTIQUE: WHAT’S NEEDED
The community can assist the development in the following 
ways:

Help set up Promtique (through Feb. 16)

Move clothing/shoe racks, mirrors, prom attire, and other neces-
sary items to the Promtique location at Aledo UMC

Loan or donate the following: 

• two full length mirrors

• two light-colored tablecloths for banquet tables 6’ x 2’

• two curtain expansion rods (6’ in length)

• structure for holding doors in upright position (carpenter skills 
needed)

• long carpet runner

• four white shower curtains (not see-through)

• four sets of curtain rings

• blocks of wood in varying heights for displays

• Prepare elegant poster signs made for outside display when 
store is open

• Assist with sizing and placement of clothing and accessories

• Serve as a Promtique Volunteer (Feb. 17 - April 27) 

• Work one or more shifts as a Promtique “Style Assistant.” 
Students will primarily be served by appointment; Promtique 
will also have regular hours for drop-ins (2-5 p.m. Thursday-
Friday; 10-2 on Saturdays.

• Secure dresses and accessories from outside sources based 
on sizing requests (when needed and possible)

• Help tear down the AdvoCats Promtique (April 28 - May 1)

• Inventory and sort remaining prom attire

• Move clothing/shoe racks, mirrors, prom attire, and other nec-
essary items out of Promtique location at Aledo UMC

Note: All Promtique Volunteers will be required to sign a con-
fidentiality agreement, which is standard AdvoCats protocol

Anyone interested in volunteering should visit  
https://bit.ly/3gbYbxr

For more information, email Jennifer Collins, VP Clothes 
Closet at clothescloset@aledoadvocats.com or Linda Parks, 
Clothes Closet Chair at shopclothescloset@aledoadvocats.
com.

State sales 
tax revenue 
totaled $3.9 
billion in 
January
Local entities follow 
growth trend

Texas Comptroller Glenn 
Hegar on Feb. 1 said state sales 
tax revenue totaled $3.85 billion 
in January, 25.3% more than 
in January 2021. The majority 
of January sales tax revenue is 
based on sales made in December 
and remitted to the agency in 
January.

Year-over-year increases for 
most tax revenues continue to 
be affected by base effects: reve-
nue collections in 2021, to which 
this year’s collections are com-
pared, were suppressed by the 
pandemic. Compared to January 
2020, sales tax collections were 
up 24.9%.

“January state sales tax col-
lections reached another all-time 
monthly high, with receipts from 
almost all major economic sectors 
rocketing above year-ago levels,” 
Hegar said. “Fueled by contin-
ued strength in both business 
and consumer spending, receipts 
from most sectors strongly sur-
passed pre-pandemic levels.

“Business spending drove 
double-digit increases in receipts 
from the oil and gas min-
ing, manufacturing, wholesale 
trade and construction sectors, 
with receipts from only oil and 
gas mining remaining below 
pre-pandemic levels.

“A strong Christmas shop-
ping season continued to drive 
double-digit increases in receipts 
from retail trade. The greatest 
gains came from clothing and 
accessories stores and health and 
personal care stores. Receipts 
from general merchandisers also 
exhibited very strong growth, 
especially from big-box retail-
ers and mall-based department 
stores.

Locally, all entities collecting 
sales taxes showed increases.

Weatherford received $1.68 
million in January, up from $1.28 
million a year ago.

Hudson Oaks had the 
next-largest slice, receiving 
$316,665, compared to $281,252 
the previous year.

Aledo’s collections were 
$132,232 compared to $105,563, 
and Willow Park had $130,453 
compared to $100,941.

“Receipts from restaurants, a 
sector still depressed a year ago, 
were again up sharply and well 
above pre-pandemic levels.”

Total sales tax revenue for the 
three months ending in January 
2021 was up 23% compared to 
the same period a year ago and 
21.7% compared to 2020. Sales 

Turn to TAXES, page 3
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NFL Q’back 
Colt McCoy 
to speak 
at Legacy 
Dinner
Event is Feb. 26

Colt McCoy, former University 
of Texas signal-caller and current 
NFL quarterback, will be the key-
note speaker at Trinity Christian 
Academy’s Legacy Dinner and 
Auction at 6 p.m. on Feb. 26. The 
Legacy Dinner is a biennial event 
that raises funds for special proj-
ects at TCA.

In 2009, McCoy finished 
his college career with honors 
including the Davey O’Brien 
Award, the Walter Camp Award 
(also in 2008), the Johnny Unitas 
Golden Arm Award, the Maxwell 
Award, and was the runner-up 
for the 2009 Heisman Trophy. 
McCoy was drafted in the third 
round of the 2010 NFL draft by 
the Cleveland Browns, playing 
in eight games during his rookie 
season. He is now a quarterback 
for the Arizona Cardinals.

McCoy has been heavily 
involved in ministry activities in 
the United States and through-
out the world for most of his life, 
telling audiences large and small 
about the importance Christ and 
Scripture have had in his life.

McCoy experienced many 
challenges as a college quarter-
back and has known the pressure 
of being a professional athlete, 
but it was during his sophomore 
year at UT that he encountered 
what he calls a defining moment 
for him in “my leadership of the 
football team, in my walk with 
Christ, and in my life in general.” 
He goes on to say, “It was because 
of God, because of my faith in 
Him, because of the Scripture I 
read, and my prayers that really 
got me through that time, and 
we ended up finishing the season 
pretty solid on a strong run. At 
that point, I realized that Christ 
really is in control. Hard work, 
your teammates, your coaches--
that’s going to get you a long way, 
but without Christ, you can’t go 
the whole mile.”

“All of TCA looks forward to 
this evening,” said TCA Head of 
School Mike Skaggs. “While it 

McCoy

Turn to MCCOY, page 3
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SUBMIT STORIES,  

PHOTOS OR IDEAS

We’re always on the lookout for story 
ideas. To share one, call Randy Keck 
at 817-441-7661, ext. 207 or email 
news@community-news.com. Please 
provide the basic story information 
as well as contact information in case 
we have questions.

We welcome letters, articles and 
guest opinions from our readers. 
Opinions expressed in this newspaper 
will be labeled as opinions, editorials 
or letters, and do not necessarily 
reflect the opinions of the ownership. 
Letters should be signed, and limit-
ed to approximately 300 words. All 
submissions to the newspaper should 

include a telephone number in case 
we have questions. Letters are due 
by Monday at noon for that week’s 
paper. Community announcements, 
achievements and obituaries are 
due by noon Friday for the following 
week’s paper. Send submissions to 
news@community-news.com.

Photos submitted should include 
names of the people in the photo-
graph. For ease in submitting photo-
graphs electronically, visit our con-
tact form at community-news.com/
contacts.

The Community News does not charge 
for timely wedding, engagement and birth 
announcements provided they are of rea-
sonable length. Lengthy announcements 
will either be edited to a reasonable length 
or, at the discretion of the person submit-
ting the announcement, be charged a fee. 
The deadline for submitting announce-
ments is noon Friday for the following 
week’s paper.

News
Brandi Addison

Photography 
Christopher Amos  
Kirsten Gallon

Sports 
Nolan Ruth

Voters who go to the polls for municipal and 
school board elections on May 7 will also be 
asked to decide on two proposed amendments 
to the Texas Constitution.

Deputy Secretary of State Joe Esparza drew 
the ballot order last week for the two proposed 
amendments, both dealing with property taxes. 
The first proposition on May’s ballot would 
authorize the Legislature to cut the proper-
ty tax limit for the homesteads of elderly or 
disabled residents “to reflect any statutory 
reduction from the preceding tax year.”

According to Ballotpedia.org, the measure 
would result in a reduction in revenue of 
$467.5 million in the first two years it is imple-
mented. The measure passed unanimously 
in both chambers during the second special 
session.

The second proposed amendment would 
increase the homestead exemption for 
school district property taxes from $25,000 
to $40,000. That measure, approved by the 
Legislature in October in another special ses-
sion, also passed unanimously.

State Sen. Paul Bettencourt, R-Houston, 
the author of the amendment, said, “People 
see the need for property tax relief, and Texans 
are going to cry out for that continuously. This 
is a great way to bring that home to all of the 
taxpayers of Texas.”

State signs deal with Tokyo
The state hopes to see expanded growth 

from Tokyo-based small and medium-sized 
businesses after signing a cooperative 
agreement with the Tokyo metropolitan gov-
ernment. The governor’s office of Economic 
Development and Tourism organized 18 local 
economic development partners across the 
state to provide resources to Tokyo businesses 
interested in expanding in Texas.

“Tokyo and Texas may be half a world apart, 
but we are closing that gap by facilitating more 
investment and economic development between 
our two regions,” Gov. Greg Abbott said. “I look 
forward to our continued work together as we 
create a more robust partnership and a more 
prosperous economic future.”

The Texas community partners include cit-
ies and economic development corporations 
from throughout the state. More than 400 
Japanese companies have operations in Texas. 
Japan was the state’s sixth-largest export desti-
nation in 2020, with more than $9.8 billion in 
exported goods, including organic chemicals, 
industrial machinery, aircraft and spacecraft, 
fuel and oil.

Deadline extended for Uri  
reimbursement for schools

The deadline for public school districts 
and charter schools to seek reimbursement 
from the state for damages caused last year by 
Winter Storm Uri has been extended to Feb. 
24, the Texas Education Agency announced. 
Any district located in an area declared a disas-
ter after last February’s storm can apply for 

assistance for costs not covered by insurance or 
federal disaster relief.

Schools can receive reimbursement for 
uninsured damages to facilities, vehicles and 
computers.

TEA has posted two webinars explaining 
the program on YouTube, which can be found 
at tinyurl.com/y76tev3j

Panel to examine  
Rolling Pines wildfire

An independent panel has been formed 
to review the circumstances and causes of a 
recent prescribed burn at Bastrop State Park 
that got out of control and burned more than 
800 acres. It forced about 250 families to 
temporarily evacuate, although no structures 
were damaged. The panel was ordered through 
the Texas A&M Forest Service and includes 
wildland fire experts from state forestry agen-
cies in Florida, Georgia, Oklahoma and South 
Carolina.

Prescribed burns at Bastrop and Buescher 
state parks have been suspended until the 
review is complete and recommendations are 
evaluated.

“We fully support this independent review 
and will continue working every day to earn the 
public’s trust for the continued safe and effective 
use of prescribed fire,” said Carter Smith, exec-
utive director of the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department. “Prescribed burns are a carefully 
calculated risk but are essential in managing 
many of our habitats, landscapes and private 
and public lands across Texas, including the 
iconic Lost Pines Forest at Bastrop.”

“As a land management tool, prescribed fires 
are important and help minimize the threat 
and severity of major wildfires by reducing the 
amount of existing and dormant vegetation. If 
left unchecked, the excess of leaves and plants 
would fuel a minor situation into a major 
wildfire,” according to the department’s news 
release.

COVID-19 cases down;  
ICU beds nearly full

While the number of new COVID-19 cases in 
Texas during the past week dropped to 295,501 
— a decrease of more than 130,000 — the state’s 
intensive care unit beds are approaching capacity 
once again. The Coronavirus Resource Center at 
Johns Hopkins University also reported 1,212 
deaths, up nearly 25% from the previous week.

The drop in new cases has health offi-
cials hopeful the omicron variant has peaked. 
Hospitalizations in Texas of lab-confirmed 
cases of COVID-19 dropped slightly to 12,760, 
with only 317 available ICU beds in the entire 
state, according to the Texas Department of 
State Health Services.

“The vast majority of the people who are 
critically ill are either unvaccinated or have sig-
nificant comorbidities,”  Dr. James McCarthy, 
chief physician executive at Memorial 
Hermann, told the Houston Chronicle. “We 
are not seeing middle-aged, healthy, vaccinated 
individuals in the ICU like we did in the previ-
ous wave.”

A total of 16.896 million Texans are fully 
vaccinated, according to DSHS, which is 58% 
of the state’s population. An additional 5.85 
million Texans have received a booster dose.

Gary Borders is a veteran award-winning Texas 
journalist. He published a number of commu-
nity newspapers in Texas during a 30-year 
span, including in Longview, Fort Stockton, 
Nacogdoches and Cedar Park. Email: gborders@
texaspress.com.

Capital Highlights

Two proposed amendments 
on May ballot

Gary Borders
gborders@texaspress.com

Your Views
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The Bankhead mess
Bankhead – what a 

mess! Everyday from 1187 
to Ranch House Road cars, 
huge pick-ups, and com-
mercial trucks fast track it 
east and west on Bankhead 
Highway. 

Bankhead – an accident 
waiting to happen. I know. I 
live off Bankhead.

Every day I enter 
Bankhead and in doing 
so know I better have my 
road rally face going. It’s no 
place for indecision or with-
out two cups of coffee. Cars 
and trucks travel the posted 
45 mph speed way faster 
(should be 40).  Hang onto 
the wheel, as you’re certainly 
going to engage huge lumps 
and bumps from potholes 
and pass incredibly close 
to jacked up pick-ups with 
mud tires, not mention-
ing the industrial eighteen 
wheelers. Bankhead is 
narrow for the traffic and 
without a shoulder, throw 
in a curve or two for more 
excitement. It’s dangerous.

What’s the solu-
tion? We have a County 
Commissioner election 
March 1st, how about the 
County Commissioner 
Candidates for District 4 
defining their platforms? 
What are they going to do 
about this roadway which 
falls into their leadership 
purview? 

Instead of placing signs 
all over Parker County, 
how about stating what 
you stand for, which I 
hope is widening, improv-
ing, and making a safer 
Bankhead Highway from 
1187 to Ranch House road! 
Commissioner Candidates, 
what’s your plan?

- Robert Cox 

Aledo

Clearing things up
It has come to my atten-

tion that many citizens are 
being confused or mis-
lead by mailers and other 
information that can be 
interpreted to be the opin-
ion of the Parker County 
Republican Party. As the 
Chair of the Parker County 
Republican Party, I feel the 
need to add some clarity to 
these misleading messages.

1. The Parker County 
Republican Chair is desig-
nated through the By-Laws 
of the Parker County 
Republican Party to be the 
only spokesperson for the 
Parker County Republican 
Party. As such, the Parker 
County Republican 
Party does not favor one 
Republican candidate over 
another Republican candi-
date during the Republican 
primary season. It would be 
divisive and has hurt the 
party in the past.

Any person or orga-
nization that promotes 

political policy or specific 
Republican candidates does 
NOT express the views of the 
Parker County Republican 
Party. Any person or orga-
nization that does so should 
clearly self-identify as a spe-
cial interest, political action 
committee or private group.

2. The Parker County 
Republican Party By-Laws 
[Article VIII] are clear on 
this subject. Any person or 
organization found to be 
publicly promoting specific 
policies or candidates in any 
manner purporting to rep-
resent the Republican Party 
of Parker County may be 
subject to censure by the 
Executive Committee of the 
Parker County Republican 
Party. 

Knowing the character 
of my Republican friends 
and neighbors, I am confi-
dent that there will be no 
future need for concern 
on this subject. I look for-
ward to an exciting and 
spirited primary election 
season throughout Texas.  
I am optimistic that our 
candidates and their sup-
porters will all stick to facts 
on policy, refrain from any 
personal attack and support 
our goals to preserve con-
servative values.

Thank you and God 
Bless Texas!

 - Scott Utley 

Chair, Parker County 

Republican Party

Corrections
We have three correc-

tions from last week’s issue 
of The Community News:

In our year in review, 
we published that the City 
of Willow Park had issued 
debt of $23 million for 
street improvements. The 
actual amount was $5.775 
million. The larger number 
was the amount that would 

be needed to do all the 
repairs in the city’s street 
improvement plan.

In our story on the Aledo 
swim team going to region-
als, we erroniously said the 
site for regionals would be 
Lubbock. While the wres-
tling team is planned to be 
in Lubbock for regionals, 
swimming is scheduled to 

be in Mansfield at Debbie 

Weems Natatorium.

Finally, in last week’s 

publisher’s note, the text 

should have said unvacci-

nated people are clogging 

up ICUs, not CCUs was 

published.

We regret the errors.
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